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ACTION DLOS-05 

INFO OCT-01 10-10 ISO-OO ACDA-10 AGR-10 AID-05 CEA-01 
CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 CIEP-02 OFA-01 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-07 EPA-04 ERDA-07 FEAE-00 FMC-02 H-02 

INR-07 INT-05 JUSE-00 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSF-02 

OES-05 OMB-01 PA-02 PM-03 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 

OIC-02 AF-06 ARA-10 EA-10 EUR-12 NEA-09 /182W 

026183 

R 05 1 508Z MAY 75 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2625 

UNCLAS GENEVA 3207 
FROM US DEL LOS 
EO: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS 
SUBJ: LOS: STRAITS 

1. SUMMARY. COMMITTEE II INFORMAL WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE 
DEBATED STRAITS MAY 1 WITH TREND IN FAVOR OF UNIMPEDED PASSAGE. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. STATEMENTS IN FAVOR OF UNIMPEDED PASSAGE MADE BY ARGENTINA. 

US, UK, UNITED ARAB EMERITES, NETHERLANDS, IRAQ, JAPAN, LIBERIA. 
ISRAEL, BAHAMAS. ICELAND, FRG, INDIA, BAHRAIN, USSR, UKRAINE, 
BULGARIA, MONGOLIA, GDR AND CUBA. 

3. STRONG STATEMENTS IN FAVOR OF INNOCENT PASSAGE AND AGAINST 
UNIMPEDED PASSAGE MADE BY CHINA, ALBANIA, YEMEN, DEMOCRATIC YE- 
MEN, PHILIPPINES, SPAIN AND OMAN. EGYPT OPPOSED OVERFLIGHT. 

GREECE DEFENDED INNOCENT PASSAGE. 

4. CANADA, NORWAY AND CHILE CIRCULATED A MEMORANDUM OPPOSING 
THE APPLICATION OF A STRAITS TRANSIT REGIME TO INTERNAL WATERS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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NORWAY ARGUED STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF UNIMPEDED TRANSIT, SPECIFICAL- 
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LY INCLUDING WARSHIPS, BUT SAID THE AREAS WITHIN ITS STRAIGHT 
BASELINES HAD BEEN DECLARED BY THE ICJ NOT TO BE INTERNATIONAL 
STRAITS. CANADA AND CHILE ARGUED THAT STRAITS REGIME SHOULD AP- 
PLY TO STRAITS "NORMALLY" OR "CUSTOMARILY" USED FOR INTERNATIONAL 
NAVIGATION. THE UK AND ARGENTINA OPPOSED THE EXCLUSION OF 
STRAITS OVERLAPPED BY INTERNAL WATERS FROM UNIMPEDED TRANSIT, AS 
WELL AS A LIMITATION TO STRAITS "NORMALLY" OR "CUSTOMARILY" USED 
FOR INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION. 

5. INDONESIA REFERRING TO RECENT ACCIDENTS, DISCUSSED SPECIAL 
POLLUTION PROBLEMS IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA, AND THE CONSEQUENT 
NEED FOR COASTAL STATE REGULATION, WHICH NEED NOT HAMPER OR IM- 
PEDE PASSAGE BUT DID NOT OPPOSE UNIMPEDED TRANSIT. 

6. ARAB STATES AND SOVIET BLOC SPOKE IN FAVOR OF DISTINGUISHING 
BETWEEN STRAITS CONNECTING TWO PARTS OF THE HIGH SEAS AND STRAITS 
CONNECTING THE HIGH SEAS WITH THE TERRITORIAL SEA OF A FOREIGN 
STATE, WHILE ISRAEL AND FRG OPPOSED THE DISTINCTION. ABRAMS 
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